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Global Challenges of the 21st Century 
1) Technological development and human health/ quality of l ife 
2) Climate change and environmental sustainabil ity  
3) Democracy and cohesion in Europe  
 
Capabilities, Conscious Agency and Moral Decision Making  
 
This talk will include a few instances of interdisciplinary research that 
are part of a more general attempt to reassess some of the present 
philosophical hypotheses about normativity and regulation as related 
to moral decision making and conscious agency. I will concentrate: 1) 
on the perspective of the so-called 4E distributed cognition and 2) on 
the capabilities approach in philosophy and economy. Regarding the 
first point, I will look at the interplay between embodied, embedded, 
extended, and enactive (4E) notions, automatisms and habits 
established during social practice, on the one hand, and rationally 
construed mental representationins, on the other hand, in moral 
decision making. Regarding the second, I will have a look at normative 
moral theories such as the human development ethics (as a broader 
alternative to economic metrics such as growth in GDP per capita) and 
the capability theory of social justice (that attempts to specify which 
capabilities are valuable and how they should be distributed) that are 
relevant for both individual well-being and related social arrangements.  
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